[Rational diagnostics in the management of syncope].
Syncope is a non-specific symptom resulting from a variety of underlying diseases. Knowledge of the pathophysiologic basis of syncope and a structured diagnostic strategy are essential to avoid unnecessary tests and to contain costs. History, clinical examination and a 12-lead ECG can reveal the cause of syncope in up to 50 percent of patients. Close cooperation between primary care physicians, cardiologists, neurologists and psychiatrists is important for an efficient and cost-effective diagnostic work-up.